WHAT ARE THE RISKS?
Purpose:	To assess work areas and work tasks and activities to ensure physical distancing of 2 meters can be maintained at the workplace

Applies to:	All employers

Employers should take practical steps to ensure physical distancing is maintained at the workplace. This includes all types of workplaces (e.g. in a building, on a wharf, in a boat).

Employers should assess each work area or workstation where employees perform work tasks and activities.

The main question to be asked is:
1. Can physical distancing of 2 meters be maintained in the work area doing the required work tasks and activities?

If the response is YES:
· Continue with regular work tasks and activities, while ensuring employees maintain physical distancing.

If the response is NO:
2. Can any changes be made to the work area or the work tasks and activities to ensure physical distancing?
3. Can any equipment be modified or purchased to ensure physical distancing?

If the answer to questions 2 and 3 is NO: 
· Employers should identify how to limit or reduce the risks associated with the work areas and work tasks and activities.
· Any changes to work areas and work tasks and activities should be documented and all employees should be informed of these changes.
· Please refer to the document Guidance – Practicing Physical Distancing and Hygiene  for information on physical distancing in various situations.


Additional Resources
Risk-informed decision-making guidelines for workplaces and businesses (Government of Canada) https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/guidance-documents/risk-informed-decision-making-workplaces-businesses-covid-19-pandemic.html
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