AQUACULTURE VESSEL SAFE WORK PROTOCOL

Purpose:	To ensure the health and safety of employees and prevent the spread of COVID-19

Applies to:	Captain and crew of aquaculture vessels


Procedures:

Prior to Boarding the Vessel 
· Implement physical distancing practices (2m) when performing work activities on the wharf.
· Perform a daily pre-board screening of all crew members (see Employee Screening Questionnaire) 
· If a crew member answers yes to any of these questions, the crew member should not report to work and should return home.
· Workers, who develop COVID-19 symptoms while on the vessel, should immediately be brought back to the wharf and directed to return home to self-isolate and call 811.
· Avoid carpooling from different households to and from the vessel.
· Promote hand washing or sanitizing prior to boarding.

While On Board the Vessel
· Operate the vessel with the minimum number of crew possible to safely carry out aquaculture activities.
· Where possible, the same crews should be assigned to the same boats.
· Limit access to crew members only.
· Ensure soap and water for handwashing or hand sanitizer are readily available on the vessel.
· Assign work activities that maintain physical distancing (2m), when possible.  
· Minimize the crew’s work time performing tasks where physical distancing cannot be maintained.
· When in the vessel’s cabin, maintain physical distancing as much as possible.
· Do not share personal protective equipment, clothing, or gloves. 
· Gloves should be worn at all times when carrying out work activities.
· Cups, cutlery and plates must not be shared and must be thoroughly cleaned each day.
· Clean and disinfect shared equipment, common surfaces (handles, steering wheel, knives, etc.), washrooms and galley areas regularly with an approved disinfectant.  
· The Captain and crew should remain on board the vessel while offloading or maintain physical distancing (2m) at all times from others on the wharf.

Additional Resources
· Cleaning and Disinfecting Protocol
· Guidance – Practicing Physical Distancing and Hygiene
· Guidance – Proper Hygiene Practices
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