COVID-19 AND AQUACULTURE

ABOUT COVID-19

· COVID-19 is an illness caused by a coronavirus.
· Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that cause respiratory illnesses.
· Some coronaviruses can cause no or mild illness, like the common cold, while other coronaviruses can cause severe illness.
· Some human coronaviruses spread easily between people, while others do not.

How does COVID-19 spread?

· The virus is most commonly spread when an infected person coughs or sneezes, and the droplets land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby, or inhaled into the lungs.
· You may also catch it from touching something with the virus on it, then touching your eyes, nose or mouth before washing your hands.

What are the symptoms of COVID-19?

People with COVID-19 may have little to no symptoms, and may not realize they have been infected, as the symptoms resemble those from a cold or flu. Symptoms may take up to 14 days to appear after exposure to COVID-19 and may include:
· Fever
· Cough
· Difficulty Breathing

AQUACULTURE: AN ESSENTIAL SERVICE

The aquaculture industry has been deemed an essential service in Canada’s food supply chain, along with agriculture and fisheries. As a result, employees working in the aquaculture industry are deemed to be essential workers.

All industries and businesses deemed to be essential must follow guidance and orders of PEI’s Chief Public Health Officer. 

Employers and employees in the aquaculture industry need to work together to protect the health of all employees and to keep the industry operating without interruption.
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